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What is the LGNSW Research and Innovation Fund? 

The purpose of this Fund is to support new areas of research, policy development and 
innovation for the advancement of local government in NSW. The intent is to leverage the 
Fund to stimulate and test new ideas with an evidence-based approach, promote informed 
discussion and debate, and encourage the development of research partnerships within the 
local government sector. 

In 2020/21 LGNSW is partnering with the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment 
(The Department) Climate Resilience and Net Zero Emissions Branch to provide a total of 
$50,000 as seed funding for applied research that drives innovation in the transition to net zero 
emissions. This aligns with the NSW Government’s Net Zero Plan Stage 1: 2020-2030 
launched in March 2020. Applications from all councils across NSW are encouraged.  

Funded projects will develop new knowledge, be aligned with existing strategies to reduce 
emissions and the Government’s Net Zero Plan, attract further monetary or in-kind 
contributions from councils and potentially other partners, have broad sector application, 
preferably involve metropolitan and regional council collaboration and partnership with a 
university. Projects will need to be completed by December 2021. 

Grant Funding Minimum 

funding per 

project 

Maximum 

funding per 

project 

Total funding 

available  

Duration of 

funding  

Net Zero Emissions Research 

and Innovation Funding 

$10,000 $25,000  $50,000 Up to 12 

months  

  TOTAL $50,000  

 

To do this, NSW councils, Regional Organisations of Councils and Joint Organisations are 
invited to propose applied research projects that will help drive actions to assist or complement 
the delivery of the NSW Government’s Net Zero Plan. Projects might address: 

i. Opportunities for emission reduction from energy generation and use, transport, 
waste or land management 

ii. Institutional, financial, regulatory or other barriers to effective emissions reduction 
within their council operations or local community 

iii. Projects that take a place-based approach and that demonstrate innovation in 
emission reduction at a community level. 

Expressions of interest are due by Friday 20 November 2020. 

Applicants may discuss their research ideas with LGNSW prior to submitting applications. 
Please contact Jennifer James, Service Development Consultant on 
jennifer.james@lgnsw.org.au or 0419 974 084. 

LGNSW has established an Advisory Committee to assess the project proposals. The Advisory 
Committee includes the LGNSW President and two members of the LGNSW Board, one 
metropolitan Council General Manager and one regional Council General Manager, two 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/climate-change/net-zero-plan
mailto:jennifer.james@lgnsw.org.au
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research experts and the Chief Executive of LGNSW (or nominee). The Department will also 
participate in the selection process.  

After applications close on 20 November 2020, our Advisory Committee will short-list the 
projects to be considered for funding, based on the criteria stated below. Short-listed 
applicants will be invited to present their proposals to the Committee, prior to the winner/s 
being determined. 

Successful applicants will be announced in December 2020 via email, after which other 
interested councils and research partners will be encouraged to make contact or contribute in-
kind and/or financial contributions to these projects. LGNSW and The Department will work 
with the organisations awarded funding to share project learnings and outcomes with the 
broader local government sector including speaking opportunities and case studies. 

What kind of projects will attract funding? 

The following criteria will be used to short-list successful project proposals.  

1. Will generate new knowledge or innovation 
The Research and Innovation Fund is to be used to generate new knowledge and innovation 
for the sector. In 2020/21, the Fund supports projects that add to our body of knowledge and 
enable on-ground implementation of net zero emissions strategies or projects in councils or 
their local government areas (LGAs). 

Outputs from the successful research project may include new methods or technologies, 
advancement of our existing knowledge base, and case studies of innovative practice of 
relevance to other NSW councils. The Fund will not support councils to trial or implement 
technologies, systems or processes that are already established or have been tested 
elsewhere. Projects that address barriers and identify opportunities at scale, or that can be 
applied across multiple councils are also encouraged. 

2. Aligns with nominated areas of applied research 
The Fund in 2020/21 will focus on net zero emissions opportunities for councils and groups of 
councils and may include large collaborative projects, developments, or precinct level 
activities.  

i. Examples of opportunities for emission reduction from energy generation and use, 
transport, waste or land management. 

Waste related proposals could for example focus on improvements to green waste and food 
waste collection and processing and new circular economy opportunities that include emission 
reduction from circular economy activities, transporting waste and changes to procurement 
policies. 

Energy generation and use proposals could for example focus on energy efficiency measures 
or renewables generated on site or off site through partnerships with community energy 
groups. 

Transport related research proposals could for example focus on ways to improve local 
charging networks to support the uptake of electric vehicles or on introducing electric vehicles 
into council fleets, or car sharing arrangements that encourage low or zero emission vehicles.  

Land management related proposals could for example focus on land use planning 
opportunities to increase green infrastructure and tree canopy, protect native vegetation and 
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soils or on how to develop innovative partnerships with the agricultural and forestry sectors to 
reduce emissions.  

Proposals that link as many of the above sectors (energy, transport, land use and waste) will 
be considered more favourably. 

ii. Examples of addressing barriers to effective emissions reduction. 

Projects might demonstrate innovative solutions to address commonly identified barriers such 
as lack of understanding or support from community and the private sector, availability and 
reliability of data, or inadequate resourcing for small regional councils. 

iii. Examples of projects that take a place-based or precinct-based approach to net 
zero emissions and climate resilience. 

Precincts can occur at any location or scale (for instance in regional or metropolitan areas, 
especially when they combine industrial and commercial premises) and can be of any size (for 
instance, mixed residential and commercial precincts through to large-scale industrial, 
commercial, retail multi-purpose precincts. Addressing the emissions impact during design, 
construction and/or operation of the precinct could elicit interesting project opportunities for 
councils and other stakeholders in a partnership approach. 

iv. Other resources 

See ‘Net Zero Emissions Guidance for NSW Councils’ for more information on emissions 
reductions opportunities for councils. Please contact LGNSW if you require a copy of this. 

3. Aligns with existing strategies to reduce emissions 
Applicants will need to demonstrate how their project will contribute towards meeting goals in 
an existing strategy at a local, regional or state level. Applications may reference The NSW 
Government emission reduction targets which can be found in the Net Zero Plan Stage 1: 
2020-2030. See also Attachment One of this document. 

Projects will ideally identify the estimated emissions abatement (if possible) and/or provide 
evidence of how they will contribute to achieving net zero emissions by a chosen date (e.g. 
2050 or earlier). 

4. Attracts active council contributions 
Through the process of awarding the funds, we are seeking council partners who will 
participate directly in the project – by offering time, expertise, facilities, communications and 
other support to the initiative. We are also anticipating that councils will contribute funds of 
their own to the project.  

5. Benefits the NSW local government sector 
It is important your research proposal has application to councils across the sector and is not 
addressing a problem unique to one or a small number of councils. We therefore encourage 
councils to identify a minimum of three partners in your EOI and provide letters of support from 
those partners.  

Proposals with partnerships between metropolitan and regional councils will be regarded 
favourably.  

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/climate-change/net-zero-plan
https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/climate-change/net-zero-plan
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6. Has capacity to attract university research partnerships 
LGNSW encourages councils to work with university research partners to progress their 
research ideas. To this end, LGNSW can assist applicants in identifying appropriate 
universities with whom to partner, based on the requirements of the project.  

7. Aligns with the LGNSW Policy Principles 
LGNSW has developed a clear ‘policy compass’ in terms of the core principles that are 
important to our members – economic, infrastructure, planning, environment, social and 
community, governance and accountability. LGNSW policy principles are included in 
Attachment Two of this document. 
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How can I lodge an EOI? 

Expressions of Interest can be lodged on the LGNSW website by 20 November 2020.  

The process will require you to fill out an electronic Application Form which requests a 
description of your project, including objectives, methodology, milestones, outputs and risks. 
Short-listed applicants will be invited to present their proposal to the Committee in December 
before a final decision is determined.  

Recipients of the funding are required to provide progress reports to the Committee during the 
funding period. 

LGNSW is aiming to meet the following milestones before announcing the successful project in 
December 2020:  

• October – Expressions of Interest will be invited from councils identifying projects that 
relate to research and innovation for the advancement of emissions reduction through 
local government in NSW. 

• November – Closing date for EOIs is Friday 20 November 2020. 

• December – The Advisory Committee will meet with the Department in early December 
to select the short-listed projects. Short-listed applicants will be invited to present their 
proposals to the Committee and winners will be announced in mid-December 2020. 
Research partners and other councils will be invited to engage with the successful 
recipients and contribute (financially or in-kind) to these projects. 

If you would like to discuss your proposal before you lodge your EOI, please contact Jennifer 
James, Service Development Consultant on jennifer.james@lgnsw.org.au or 0419 974 084.  

https://www.lgnsw.org.au/Public/Member-Services/Innovation/Public/Members-Services/Innovation.aspx?hkey=7d625403-c174-4d49-a140-cd3f90193df2
mailto:jennifer.james@lgnsw.org.au


 

Research and Innovation Fund – Information Pack 

October 2020 

6 

 

Attachment One – NSW Net Zero Plan Stage 1: 2020-2030 

In March 2020 the NSW Minister for Energy and Environment released the NSW 
Government’s Net Zero Plan Stage 1: 2020-2030. The plan demonstrates the NSW 
Government’s commitment to reach net zero emissions by 2050 for all sectors of the NSW 
economy. It also aims to strengthen the prosperity and quality of life of the people of NSW, 
while helping the state to deliver a 35% cut in emissions by 2030 compared to 2005 levels. 
The plan will support a range of initiatives targeting electricity and energy efficiency, electric 
vehicles, hydrogen, primary industries, coal innovation, organic waste and carbon financing. 
The Plan is the foundation for NSW’s action on climate change and net zero emissions by 
2050. 

The NSW Government recognises that councils are uniquely positioned to help the drive 
towards net zero emissions through their connection to local communities, and their existing 
mandate to provide support and infrastructure to residents and businesses. Local councils can 
play a key role in this transition as place-makers, custodians and curators of our urban and 
regional environments. Councils can provide leadership through engagement, design, 
planning, education and service delivery at a local (place-based) level. Within their own 
operations, councils can support and demonstrate the cultural and technological shift required 
through trialing new technologies and improving the environmental performance of council 
owned assets. Many communities are taking the lead in the move to a low carbon society and 
are actively partnering with councils to enable a more rapid community wide transition. 
Councils can drive new sustainable development through model Development Control Plans, 
and support community initiatives towards reducing emissions. Key benefits for councils 
include reduced operational costs, improved social and economic benefits, enhanced 
environmental outcomes and improved liveability.  

The NSW Department of Planning, Industry and Environment’s Climate Resilience and Net 
Zero Emissions Branch is supporting the 2020 NSW Councils Net Zero Emissions Program 
being administered by LGNSW. The purpose of the program is to enable councils to lead and 
influence and complement the transition to net zero emissions at a local level. In addition to 
providing financial support for this Research and Innovation Fund 2020/21, the program will 
also include a series of webinars or workshops and other resources to support councils in 
pursuing net zero emissions goals in their operations and for their communities.  

In 2015 the world committed to keeping global temperature increases below 2°C compared to 
pre-industrial levels. At the 2019 United Nations Climate Action Summit experts warned that 
current global commitments to cut greenhouse gas emissions will likely lead to global 
temperature increases between 2.9°C and 3.4°C by 2100 (Science Advisory Group 2019). 
Scientists agree that decisive action now can limit warming to 2°C, although countries will need 
to commit to emissions reductions that are triple their current commitments (United Nations 
2018).  

Net zero emissions broadly refers to a state where any emissions of greenhouse gases 
generated are counterbalanced by the removal of greenhouse gases from the atmosphere. In 
practice this means reducing emissions as far as possible, then offsetting the remainder. 
Achieving net zero emissions will slow down the increase in global temperatures and the 
associated increased likelihood of climate-related risks for natural and human systems. This 
will require action by governments, communities, and business. Net zero related actions 
include carbon-positive energy efficient buildings, smarter infrastructure, renewable energy 
technologies, circular economy waste solutions, sustainable transport services and increasing 
canopy cover and green restoration projects.  

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/topics/climate-change/net-zero-plan
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Attachment Two – LGNSW Policy Principles 

LGNSW has developed a clear ‘policy compass’ for the core principles that are important to 
our members: 

Economic 

• Local government must have control of its revenue raising and investment decisions and be 
fairly funded by the Commonwealth and State/NSW Governments to meet its infrastructure 
and service responsibilities. 

• Local government promotes local and regional economic development and employment 
growth. 

Infrastructure 

• Local government is best placed to plan for, deliver and manage essential local 
infrastructure. 

Planning 

• Local government is best placed to lead and influence local and regional planning processes 
according to the needs and expectations of local communities. 

• Local government planning prioritises community quality of life. 

Environment 
Local government actions reflect Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD). ESD requires 
the effective integration of economic, environmental and social considerations in decision 
making processes and is based on the following principles: 

• Intergenerational equity – today’s actions maintain or enhance the environment for future 
generations 

• Precautionary principle – prevent environmental degradation and manage and mitigate risk 

• Conservation of biological diversity 

• Improved valuation and pricing of environmental resources – recognising the value of the 
environment to the community. 

Social and community 

• Equity – fair distribution of resources 

• Rights – equality for all people 

• Access – to services essential to quality of life 

• Participation – of all people in their community 

• Recognition – of the unique place of Aboriginal people in NSW and the right of Aboriginal 
people to be involved in all decisions affecting Aboriginal communities 

• Health and safety – for all in the community. 

Governance 

• Local government must be constitutionally recognised and respected as an equal sphere of 
government 

• Local government is democratically elected to shape, serve and support communities. 

• Local government is committed to the principles of good governance. 

Accountability 

• Local government is responsible and accountable to the citizens and the communities it 
represents, through consultative processes, legislative accountabilities, efficient delivery of 
services and effective customer service. 

• Local government is recognised as a responsible and place-based employer. 


